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Annual Presidential Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition

Catholic universities have a special responsibility as stewards of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition. As such, they seek to preserve, transmit and develop this 2,000 year old tradition in the context of and in active dialogue with the contemporary cultures of the world and the signs of the times. The tasks of preserving, transmitting and developing the Catholic Intellectual Tradition enriches our pedagogical mission of preparing students for lives of continuous learning, leadership and service to others. Sacred Heart University has emerged as one of the leading Catholic universities in the United States in this important work at the beginning of the twenty-first century.

Members of the faculty have a unique role in fulfilling this aspect of the University’s mission. To assist those members of the faculty interested in developing this part of the University’s mission an annual Presidential Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition was established. The program is now in its thirteenth year and will begin with a new cohort in May 2019. 

The Presidential Seminar is a year-long program for a group of ten members of the full time faculty.  The Seminar has four objectives:  (1) to assist the participants to come to a better understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition; (2) to articulate and explore the methodological and pedagogical implications of this Tradition for the participants’ work as teachers seeking to engage students with the Catholic Intellectual Tradition; (3) to examine the research opportunities that engagement with the Tradition creates for the participants; and (4) to encourage the participants  to work toward development of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition throughout their academic life. 
The Presidential Seminar has two phases:
- The first is a concentrated eight day immersion program of study on the   Catholic Intellectual Tradition. The immersion program will occur on May 14, 15, 16 & 17 and May 20, 21, 22 & 23 and will meet from 9:00am to 1:00pm each day.  
- The second phase is four half-day seminars, Oct. 5, 2019; Nov. 16, 2019; Feb. 8, 2020 and April 4, 2020, scheduled during the course of the academic year to continue to deepen the study that began in May and to explore the pedagogical and research issues that emerge during the seminar.  
Participants are expected to be active members of the seminar for the whole year and produce a tangible outcome connected to the Catholic Intellectual Tradition as a result of the seminar. Such outcomes include a publishable paper or a new course that the professor would teach. A final meeting for presentations of projects has been scheduled for Wednesday, September 16, 2020.

Faculty members who are accepted will receive a $5,000 grant for their participation in the Seminar and completion of their projects. 

Faculty members who have participated in the Presidential Seminar will be invited to ongoing programs and conversations in the years to come as a way to strengthen and deepen insights resulting from the seminar.  
Application

Presidential Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition
* Kindly return to the Office of Mission & Catholic Identity by March 1, 2019 *
Name:

_________________________________________________

Address:
_________________________________________________

Telephone:
_________________________________________________

College: 
_________________________________________________

Discipline:
_________________________________________________

Please write a brief essay on what you hope to gain from participating in the Presidential Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition. Include your research interests and how they might take shape in a publishable article as well as a general proposal for how you envision the integration of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition into your teaching.  
