amydion Posted 02/03/2011. } e
Why don’t we have a national hood color to reprgsent OT at
graduation ceremonies?

Like many of my fellow passionate and dedi
tional therapy students at Sacred Heart University, | was
looking forward to officially joining our profession by donning
my hood to proudly represent occupational therapy at our
graduation ceremony. [But to date] graduates have been
wearing [only] the gold hood, symbolic of generic science....
I would love to invite other students and professionals to
take part in a dialogue to collect thoughts on this important
matter. Thank you.

Neil Harvison replied on 02/0z/2011

In 1995 the AOTA Commission on Education did adopt
“Slate Blue” as the official color for hoods for graduates of
MOT and OTD degrees. The guide for academic regalia
states that graduates from programs offering MA and

MS degrees should wear the color designated for those
degrees. Since 1995, the Association and a number of
academic programs have made SEVERAL unsuccessful
attempts to have “Slate Blue” listed by the Intercollegiate
Bureau of Academic Costume on the officiai color list. Ini-
tially, we were informed that there was a moratorium on
assigning new colors. More recent correspondence (let-
ters, e-mails, and phone messages) have not been
returned. This is frustrating to all of us! However, we have
had a color since 1995 and it is slate blue. )

—Neil Harvison, PhD, OTR/L, Director, Academic Affairs, AOTA

amydion replied on 02/10/2011

Neil—Thank you so much for your rapid response to this
concern. | appreciate your clarification that the Associa-
tion has a designated hood color and that there is a mora-
torium on getting it listed by IBAC. Due to your response,
our university has ordered the slate blue hoods for us to
wear at graduation. | hope that AOTA continues to pur-
sue this issue with IBAC with success in the near future.
Again, thank you for your helpful response!

For more of this discussion and to view other posts, go to
www.OTConnections.org. New user? Click on “User’s Guide”
in the upper right hand corner of the Web page.

BACKGROUND ILLUSTRATIC

OT PRACTICE s MARCH 28,2011

www.aota.org/twitter

%% Check out our Ad playing on the CBS bill-
board screen in Times Square NYC! through
April 30 http:/nt.ly/4bTt3 send us a pic if you catch it!
2:26 PM Mar 10th vie HootSuite

3 March is Brain Injury Awareness Month! Watch
Dr. Bose speak about occupational therapy in conjunc-
tion with brain injuries http:/ht.ly/46tj7
10:52 AM Mar 2nd via HootSuite

X Are you ready for Philly?! Check out OT in HD
Video for the 91st Annual Conference & Expo & RSVP!
http://ht.ly/45EkO CU in Philly!

#AO0TAT1 8:29 AM Mar 1st via HootSuite

<% FYl current AJOT issue has a wealth of evidence on
occupational therapy for work-related injuries &
illnesses. Check it! http:/ht.ly/3PEjq
Thursday, February 03, 2011 11:20:09 AM

Rep. Gifford’s OT Rehab
CNN's Dr. Sanjay Gupta reports from inside the rehab facility
treating Rep. Gabrielie Giffords...rehab includes Occupational
Therapy! hitp://ht.ly/42RqO February 24 at 11:57am

www.aota.org/youtube
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Creighton University
OT Flash Mob!

ProducerTessa | February 04, 2011
Creighton University’s

| | Student Center was the
scene of a flash mob today
by students in the Occupational Therapy Department.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=cr6iLCalBCw
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