Pi Sigma Alpha: Bylaws
  

Preamble
The purpose of this chapter is to recognize academic excellence, to encourage interest in government and politics and the study thereof, and to organize social activities for its members.

Article I –Name
The name of this organization shall be Pi Sigma Alpha and will hereafter be referred to as ΠΣΑ.

Article II – Membership
Section 1 – Qualifications
The qualifications for membership are a minimum of a 3.2 grade point average in political science and a minimum of a 3.0 overall grade point average.  A member must also be a declared political science major/minor and have complete twelve political science credit hours.

Section 2 – Application
Eligible students must petition the Faculty Advisor for membership.  Students must also pay the membership fee, as determined by the National Office.

Section 3 – Initiation Ceremony
The initiation ceremony shall be held during the spring semester.

Section 4 – Leadership Roles
A. Elected 

1. President 

2. Vice-President 

3. Treasurer-Secretary 

B. Appointed by the President 

1. Membership Coordinator 

2. Public Relations Director 

C. Ex-Officio Members 

1. Faculty Advisor 

2. Department Head of Political Science 

3. All political science professors at Sacred Heart University 

4. Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 

5. Vice-President of Academic Affairs 

D.  Executive Board

The Executive Board shall consist of the President, Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer, Membership Coordinator, and Public Relations Director.  The President may not vote except in the event of a tie.

E.  Executive Board members must:

1.  Meet the academic qualifications stipulated in Article II, Section 1

2.  Be a political science major

3.  Be a full-time student

Article III – Responsibilities of the ΠΣΑ Executive Board 
Section 1 – President
1.      Sets the agenda and conducts meetings

2.      Appoints members for committees, as needed

3.      Reports regularly to the Faculty Advisor

Section 2 – Vice-President
1.      Assumes the role of the Presidency in the event of absence or vacancy

2.      Presides over all ad-hoc committees

Section 3 – Secretary-Treasurer
1.      Keeps the minutes of all the meetings

2.      Maintains the budget

3.      Collects dues

Section 4 – Membership Coordinator
1.      Meets with Faculty Advisor to determine member eligibility

2.      Sends out letters of eligibility

3.      Maintains membership records

Article IV – Meetings
  

Meetings will be conducted at least once a semester.  The induction ceremony shall count as a meeting.  Meetings are open to all ΠΣΑ and ex-officio members.

  

Article V – Elections
  

Section 1- Time of Elections
Elections shall be held each Spring semester, before the induction ceremony.

Section 2 – Term of Office
Officers shall assume their posts after the results are announced during the induction ceremony.

  

Section 3 – Vacancy
In the event of a vacancy, the Executive Board, in consultation with the Faculty Advisor, shall appoint a new member to the position within two academic weeks.

Section 4 – Electoral Process
The Secretary-Treasurer will conduct elections, with the assistance of the Faculty Advisor.  Each member of ΠΣΑ has one vote.  Members unable to attend the election may request an absentee ballot from the Secretary-Treasurer.  In the event of a tie, the Faculty Advisor shall cast the deciding vote.

Section 5 – Election Appeal
Any allegation of election irregularity will be resolved by the Faculty Advisor

Article VI – Amendment Process
Any ΠΣΑ member may propose an amendment to the bi-laws.  Once approved by the Executive Board, amendments must be passed by two-thirds of ΠΣΑ members.

Passed unanimously by the members of Pi Sigma Alpha, 21 Nov 2002.
 

